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double line of fortifications on the top of
the hill and guarded it by bastions on
each corner. It was done so skilfully
that the fort was considered quite
impregnable in those days. The strong
massive walls built on the steep precipices,
the huge gates studded with gigantic iron
spikes, the projecting towers and com-
manding bastions rendered it one of the
strongest hill forts of the Deccan, which
strengthened the power of Shivaji in the
Konkan.
Pratapgad is most conspicuous in the
history of the Marathas on account of
the well-known and tragic espisode of
the death of Afzul Khan in 1659. The place
selected by Shivaji for the interview with
Afzul Khan is below the fort on the crest
of a lofty eminence and possesses a most
romantic and wild scenery. In the Koya-
na valley down below, the army of the
Khan was encamped on the banks of the
river. The Khan ascended the hill in a
palanquin by a special route made by
Shivaji through the thickly wooded jungle.
A shamiana platform was raised on the
spot, which was covered with a beautiful and
costly silken tent. This spot can be now seen
at the foot of the hill, which is surrounded
by- green forest of awe-inspiring silence,